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Eeith Famie's docamentary on the Arab-Amarcan community bs the latest for tha Mimmaker.

Second success

Food paves path for chef to become filmmaker

By BRENT SNAVELY
CReAMDNE DETROET RERINERS

Keith Famie, the Ookiand
Conniy chef who became na-
tionally kKnown as a “Surviyor”

The first hourlong documen
by was “Our [talian Story.”
Sinee then, Famie hss comphet-
od Polish, Greek and Arab
American versions, The lotesi,
“Our Arab-American Story.” ks

MORE ON THE WEB
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ditiwn strong matings when they
hiee nired. Famie's path to film
making wak an unssnal one.

At 22 T wos chel de eulsine mt
thie mcclafmed Che: Raphaal in
Mowvl, nnd by ilwe late 1960s he
openold Les Awtewr In deowniown
Hoynl Oak. a move thatl helped
launeh the eity’'s pebirih as a
resiAUran cenier

“Thirt was the hottest pluce in
thea cily,” said Mot Prentios, CEC
of Bingham Forms-based Masti
Franthee Restnurant Growp. “Kelih
hns always besn guite the show-
muuty He (5 a very bright guy. He s
u wery wellechoolsd culinarizn, |
think he el his showmanship o
promote his credibility as o chel
when be wat at a veslly Sonmg
e

Famis lnser rranaformed Tod A
trur inio Dursngo Gnll, 8 “cowboy”
resiaurant that cbosed o the mid:
1220s, He then became pxecuiive
chif i Fere in Birmingham when
i1 ety i §EoE

Throoghmit the 19808, Famibe
was involved In peadiclng a var
wty o Eisodl progirams for teloviclon,
Famibo established visionalist Entes-
tainment Prodwctions LL.C. in 19464
and unwiitingly began o lay the
groundwork for a seconil career.

*1 wns dobng at the thme & ket of
mws segments, but T would ory
and always g and flm things in
different parts of the warkl that
were [ sdventurs sl Pamis
aald

He lnndeéd a hallhodg show on
WhIY, Channel 4, calbed “Famis's
Adveniures in Coaking ™

Than, |0 2000, Fasle laiwled &
spot on “Surviver II: The Aus
tralimn Cuthack,” a CES show that

-
|

L4
| d

wenlld entapualt him into Bowuso
hidds srrnnd the wordd

“Burviver™ was then the bigpest
Ehow oo television., Aml even
though Famie's most notabis mo-
mutst o Survivor was cooking rice
that fellow cast members com
plained abowt, Famie said the ox-
pirigner helped him lamel a show
o thie Food Nebwark called "Reith
Famie's Adventures,” a show thm
Lasted for 3 episodos

Getting behind the camera

Untll that poing, all of Famie's
tulevision experience was relobed
o fond, and most of 1t wak with
Frmbe o front of the comem,

Famie: I'ilms bring second success

[irutz said WRYE chorges Famis
for the alrtime, bot declinod to
shnre the specifles.

“F think the fact thot Eeith tray
els to his destinnilons, and so
mach of the program i shod on 1o
catfan, that | think & s visoally
very stimulating and extremely
witll-produced.”

In *Chir (reck Story,” Famie
aml his erew follows Desping Kar-
takis vo vislt her chilldhoad v of
Calatps, Crate, where she hid In a
cave during WWIT while the Muzis
boimbed her homennd.

Duaring the (lm. Koriakis points
to the cave where she hid and {de-
serihes how shirapnel from o baib
costroyed ber lower low and tore

“My first bl through by
the camira axperd- ahoulder.
monoe,  which T ; “In all of the
spemved o enloy ‘i f” HH ﬂj !J”‘ docnneninries,
more than beingon. — doeymendaries, I 1 lock for that
ramera, |5 when we : ‘Oprah’ momant
i “Tee Waorrlors, ftmkfur o whero some-

* Famie spid

Filmed §n 2005,
“lce Whrriors® fiol
lerwm the Red Wings
Aumm| team as they
toarr Hussia and
play seven hockey
ghmes agninst e
Liresd] Brissinn hock
ey greais Fonue
wal Immadintely
hockad,

*[ wers =0 thrilled
about Wwiling this
sory,” Famde said, =1 really never
thamght I'd ever b dotng anythisg
ke this.”

Prior io filming “lee Warriors,"
Famie's father, whi hadl been sal-
lgring from Alsheimer's discase

| had adopisd Famie when he

G wonks ok, died

Nhan be died and tock his last
br st el | was there holding his
hs 4, 1'was sl just kind of dumb:
fo el by the facd of — this ls 07~

ol 1o of Bis fiher prompied
Fi b o dust off an olf idea b
he =0 peide a few yoars earlier
th was arlginelly calls) “Hags o

I

ertibe ressumid 18 “Our Story OF
mr  set off o catalog tho storles of
e o Detroll's mmigrant elzlers
the commar-
n = iy
e ed create.

oW 47.
Fi e hns par
lie o his exper)-
T ¢ im0 o
kr <k for gm
peaple o
im wbaoait A
de dy emotion- e
al  ruggles

{elth is no stranger to eievi-
il production.” safid Marla
Ik @ director of programe g at
W T “Bat 1 think e has really
e od his skills 1 think if von
sp Hleally look st the story-
g the editing and thie phobog-
iy — it's all first class.™

EYE bevadeasts thi “Ohir Sio-
¥ I docamentarkes commercial
fn  mnad typleally alrs thom af 7
] o Sankrday or Sonday
oy ilmgs.

nth the Ttalkan and Palish docu-
m arbes drew onsehold ratings
wiween & and 7, or betwesn
000 to 140,000 households, the
s mtlng ithal WEYZE typleally
s Aurkng that (i slot,

that *Oprak’

maorent .

something we [ilm
really engages

the mrexeer. 98

Eaith Famia

thing we fim re
nlly e the
VAP ET anid
Helps make
them feel cipae
to thas culigre ™
Famie 2:1il

B while
Famin has a
knack For fnd-
ing people to
profile .
promgding them
o tell thelr sto-
ries, e sakl b lubes the procsss of
ralsing money to fdnd the Mme

Inp 200, Viskomalist's totel rev
enie from “Our Halian Story™ wos
about §175,000, Faml® siid. This
year, Vinionallst's nnaual eales
will fop sbat BE 000,

Koy members of Fomie's feam
are Detroll freclanee writer Chirls
Rissel! cinmmnatographer Kevin
Hewit; WVistonalisd dircctor of
business relations B Hirvey,
and Kinetle Pout, 8 video odiiing,
soiand and productbon eompany in
= thfield,

Famle sald i cosis beitween
FR00U000 v 5250000 1o create each
Mim. Hewewer, (that b5 o shos-striing
budget, Fumie sald many of the
people ha works with charpe less
than their normal professbonnl
fons becpuse they believe |n the
value of the praject

Raising funds

Moch of the money maised from
past prajects s spont mmediately
on flming the next installments.

Russell Ebedd, president of the
glass group af Auburn Hifls-based
Ganedimn Industries Carp., subl b e
cided to help fand the Arab-Amerh
can project by donating $150.000 of
hiz own money after belng ap
pruached by an Arab conymundty
group and viewing “Our Iialian
Hary.”

1 thonght, well, this is a way of
honoring my parants and memor:
allzlng (e atte {birles ey gave sy
brother nnd 1" sald Ebeid, n
Lobamnese-Americsan

But while Ebeslds support wis a
tromamdous haktp for the Arah.
American mstaliment, Famie said
i might hove beer tmposstble to
compliete any of the projects wiite
out the suppori of Tonl Wisne

Sabina and her reataurant coiia-

Zow Fomie, Page 13

. . where

Famie's documentanes |  snpiogiant. s stakod out & see-  sehedoled o nir Saturday ot T
el Sacten 1o W0 auciio ond career as successful doc-  pm. on WXYZ Channel 7.
""’h"“-"f'“" ol Ambic | mentary flmmaker “Chir  Itallan Story” won
wurmmners tht Last year, Famie smbarksd  throe Emmys from the Mickigan
performetd at a recent o & project called “Our Story  Chapter National Academy of Tele-
PEECIETGI S, & OF" — a series of documen- vishon Aris & Schences in May,
:-:::mﬂmvwl ooy tartes abowt meiro Detroits and Famle's programs have
ethnic comminities Lee Famis, Pupe 2¥

Famie:
Successful

B Fram Poge 27

Y. Epoch Restmarsnt Graup

Wisne ang Epoeh have donnted,
on average, about §50,000 to ench
projct, Fumip zabd,

Famie's thes to Wihne are desp
Her Bmtly owned Ches Raphse],
and Forte s part of the Epoch
Hestaurant Group.

Epoch benefits from the spon
sorship minflonship because the
Pri-scrvening events ke place ai
the Rech Financlal Showplace,
where Epoch has sn oxclusive
catoring contract, sald Sipve Sahi:
na, Wisne Sabinn’s heshamnd,

Eul Sabinm snbd they also be
liove kn the value of the project
Plus, both are Polish sl santed
o support the Polksl nsdallmont,

Mext vear, Famie plans (o some
plete Indian, Jewish amd Jnpanese
segments of “COhir Story OF.~ Also in
thi planning sEages are Chaldesn
arwl African-American versions. In
Enet, Farmie sy thers are M difes
cni elhnlc commundiies in Detrodl
thid e weuld Liko (6 document.

“The hnrclest part {8 we ghoot an
fnlit T lave no monday milsed (Tor
the npoxt instaliments), bol we
can’t set our schedulea. Sociedy
gt o schedules,” Famle said.

For atance, Famis was Miming
Hanukksh celebrations Inst woeok
even though he has barely begian
fundraiaing efforts n (e Jowish
cotiamarmity.

Becanse it is »0 difficalt o fed
Pupding, Famie and Visionalis sre
branching oul lmo projects wiih
higher profit potential,

Famie has bogun o fllm calied
“Saving Americn,” a documentary
mbout Arabic dectars who work in
UE hospitals, and wants to do a
documentary called ~Sosing in the
Durk," which would profile paopbs
whe have achieved success despits
beinag Bk, Famie believes these
Mlme may sppedl (o0 MBS or The
Learnirg Channgl

With all of these projects wider
way or in the planning, Famie now
doulds e will aver retorn 1o the
kicchen full iims,

“Thal wos an exclting part of my
Life, "Burviver’ was o fun part of fmy
I, Bt thin s soenething that T ean
truly sy s emathonally pratifying
of anather leved.” Fumis satil

Hrend Sugeely: (308} 460405
b bienain coim



